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THE FAITH OF A
CANAANITEWOMAN \

MATTHEW 15:21-28.
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of T‘Wﬂ and Sidon, outside the traditional boundaries
of Israel, signaling the widening scope of his mission

Jesus withdraws to the region

A Canaanite woman approaches him, pleading for the healing of her demon-possessed daughter,
Initiaily, Jesus’ response seems harsh: "l was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” This moment
tests faith and perseverance.

The womar's reply demonstrates remarkable humility, persistence, and insight: “Yes, Lord,
yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table.” Her faith recognizes
Jesus' power and mercy, even in what appears to be a limited or challenging response, Jesus
commends her faith and grants her request, praising her trust and determination

Matthew presents this encounter as a lesson in God's mercy and the importance of persistent
faith, The story challenges preconceived boundaries and emphasizes that faith, rather than
ethnicity or status, grants access to God's grace. It also shows that discipleship requires courage
and persistence, and that God often works through moments of testing to reveal and strengthen

faith, W
Faith requires perseverance and humility, and

This week, don't give up in prayer or in asking
for help, even if answers seem delayed —trust  God's mercy s available to all who trust in him,
that God hears and responds in his time regardless of status or background

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

essage
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REFLECT

oday, we encounter a woman who

approaches Jesus with boldness

and faith, even though she is
an outsider. She asks for help for her
daughter, and at first, Jesus' response
seems distant. Yet she does not give
up: she humbly and persistently pleads,
showing insight and trust: even the
crumbs from the master's table are
enough to bring healing.

Her example challenges us to consider
our own faith, Faith is not always easy,
and God's ways may seem mysterious

or delayed. True faith perseveres, trusts,
and recognizes God's power and mercy,
even in unexpected or testing moments,
This story reminds us that God’s love s
not limited, and that persistence, humility,
and courage open us to his grace.

In our daily lives, we may face
obstacles, delays, or moments when
our prayers seem unanswered. Like
the Canaanite woman, we are called
to remain persistent, trusting that
God sees our need and responds in
his time. Discipleship is strengthened
through perseverance, and faith grows
when we learn to rely not on our own
understanding. but on the mercy and
wisdom of God. &

SAY

Lord Jesus,

Give me the courage to bring my
needs to you with persistence and
humility.

Help me trust in your mercy and
timing.

Amen.
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e Sunday 16" August — TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Parish Priest: Fr. Fergal Cunnane 093-38124 Parish Office W/B_ 17" August 2026

Website: www.dunmoreparish.com Tuesday: 10.30am — 2.30pm

Facebook: www.parishofdunmore.com Thursday: 9.30am — 1.30pm

Cluster Priests: Fr. Anthaiah Pudota 094-9643774 Friday: 1.30pm —2.30pm

Fr. Tommy Commins 094-9669212 Deadline for Newsletter is Thursday at 11am

Parish Secretary: Regina O’ Shea 087-9961776 EMAIL: dunmoreparishgalway@gmail.com

CHURCH OF OUR LADY AND ST. NICHOLAS, DUNMORE ONLINE AND ON 108 FM
Sun 16t August 11.30am People of the Parish

Pat Kealy, Carnagur & deceased members of the family

Frank & Mary Meehan, Sylaunagran & deceased members of the family
Patrick McHugh, Carrowkeel & deceased members of the family

Austin Newell, Tuam Road

Dr. Sean McGarry, Tuam Rd.

Mon 17t 10.00am Michael Corcoran
10.30am - 11.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — All are welcome
Wed 19t 1.00pm — 3.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — All are welcome
Fri 21s 5.00pm - 7.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — All are welcome
7.00pm People of the Parish
Sun 23rd 11.30am John Kilgarriff, Cloonkeen

Avey, Maggie May & Parry Moore, Castle Street
Patrick (Pakie) Mannion, Gurteen, Dunmore
Sean & Dermot Kenny, Friar’s Walk

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH, GARRAFRAUNS CHURCH RADIO - 108 FM

Sun 9t August 10.00am People of the Parish
Martin Keenan, Corohan
John & Mary Neenan, Cloondalgan, sons Joe, Micko & Martin & daughter Josephine

Tue 18th 10.00am People of the Parish
Thurs 20t 5.30pm - 9.30pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — All are welcome
Sun 23w 10.00am People of the Parish

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH, KILTEVNA

Sat 15t August 7.30pm People of the Parish
Jim & Josie Ferrick, Parkroe & deceased members of the Ferrick & Regan families
John, Michael & Bridie Shally, Birmingham & Flaskagh
Michael & Nora Shally, Flaskagh & deceased members of the family

Wed 19% 10.00am People of the Parish
10.30am — 11.30am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — All are welcome
Sat 22nd 7.30pm Brian McHugh, Kiltevna — 1¢t Anniversary, his parents Tom & Tessie & his brother Séan

Tom Conneally, Woodfield, his parents Martin & Catherine & deceased members of the
Fleming family of Woodfield & Tuam

+ We remember and pray for the souls of +
Conor Fahy, Galway and formerly Barrack Street. RIP
+ May he rest in peace +

Thank you for your generosity:
WEEKLY PARISH COLLECTION: Weekend 8t & 9" August - €1680

Congratulations: To Sarah O’Toole, Cappagh and Gordon Munro, Glasgow who
LA celebrated the Sacrament of Marriage in Dunmore Church on Friday.




MINISTER OF THE WORD — Dunmore MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST — Dunmore
Monday 17t Aug Attracta Gilmore Sunday 23 Aug Team D
Friday 215t Aug Lil Bruen Martin Burke — Mary Burke — Rose Donnellan — Mary Forde
Sunday 23" Aug Therese Turner & George Bruen MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST — Garrafrauns
MINISTER OF THE WORD - Garrafrauns Sunday 23" Aug Christy Reddington £
Sunday 23 Aug Jimmy Nestor R MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST — Kiltevna t
MINISTER OF THE WORD — Kiltevna "" Saturday 22" Aug Bernadette Ferrick
Saturday 22nd Aug Olivia Moore \ k OFFERTORY COLLECTION - (AUGUST) — Garrafrauns

"\0 Sunday 23 Aug Brendan Jordan & Cyril Greene
OFFERTORY COLLECTION - (AUGUST) — Dunmore OFFERTORY COLLECTION - (AUGUST) — Kiltevna
Sunday 23" Aug Breda Meehan & Mary Clarke Saturday 22" Aug Niall Cloonan & Sean Cloonan

WELL DONE TO DUNMORE CHURCH CHOIR: Well done to Dunmore Church Choir who sang beautifully at the
National Novena to Our Lady of Knock last Thursday night. Congrats to all choir members and to their director, Joan
McDonnell.

FILM ON CAPPAGH HOLY WELL: To celebrate Heritage Week a short film on Tobar na Croise Naofa, Cappagh will be
launched in the McHale GAA Centre on Tuesday August 18t at 12:30 pm. The film was made as part of an audit of the
Holy Wells of Galway and is funded by the Heritage Council and Galway County Council. All welcome.

KNOCK NATIONAL NOVENA: The National Novena at Knock Shrine takes place from August 13t to 21s.
Daily Novena ceremonies at 3pm and 8pm. Daily workshops at 12.45pm. For full of programme, see
www.knockshrine.ie.

FAMILY DAY AT KNOCK SHRINE: Takes place on Sunday, August 16t. Blessing of Families at 11lam in the Parish Church.
Free games and activities at Basilica Green from 1lam to 3pm. See www.knockshrine.ie for more details.

SUMMER FESTIVAL PRESENTS: A candlelight performance with Michael English in St. Patrick’s Church, Monday August
24, Tickets €30.00 available on Eventbrite and Potter’s Post office, a magical night not to be missed!

BRIDGE: Continues in the Town Hall at 1lam on Tuesday morning — New people are invited

HOMEMADE MEALS: At No. 6 Mayfield. We provide homemade 3 course meals Monday — Friday for everyone in the
parish. Eat in or take away. Contact Rose on 085-7083137 for further information

MOUNTBELLOW AGRICULTURAL SHOW: Wiill be held on Saturday 22" August in the Mountbellew Agricultural
College (H53 WEOQO). Entries on-line. Closing Date for entries is Saturday 15t August. Dog and Cat Entries plus Junior
Class Entries only taken on Show Day. Great Family Day Out. Free children's entertainment including magic, scarecrow
competition & pony rides.Fashion Show. Well worth a visit.

For more information & details on classes etc, please see our website www.mountbellewagrishow.ie

WESTERN ALZHEIMERS — PEAK OF THE REEK COMMUNITY CLIMB: Join local families, individuals, and groups
climbing Croagh Patrick on Saturday 12t September. Walk for a loved one or enjoy a community day out.

All funds support hands-on care for local families living with Dementia in the West. Register at westernalzheimers.ie or
contact 094-9364900 for further details.

BALLYHAUNIS FRIARY SYMPOSIUM: The one-day symposium ‘Foundations of a Friary’ takes place in the Augustinian
Friary (St. Mary’s Abbey), Ballyhaunis, on Saturday, 22" Aug. 2026. Specialists in medieval history and architecture offer
an insight into its founding and early history. The day runs from 9.30am to 4.00 with light lunch included. Admission
€20 on Eventbrite.ie or on the door. Places are still available. Proceeds to the Friary Preservation Fund.

HERITAGE WEEK MOYLOUGH: The “Voices of Moylough “podcast series will be launched in Moylough Community
Centre on Friday, August 21st at 8:00pm. For further information contact Moylough Resource Office: Phone 089
2053078. Email moyloughresourcecentre@gmail.com. Eircode H53D981. Refreshments afterwards.

KNOCK NOVENA PRAYER

Our Lady of Knock, Queen of Ireland, you gave hope to your people in a time of distress, and comforted
them in sorrow. You have inspired countless pilgrims to pray with confidence to your divine Son,
remembering His promise, "Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall find."

Help me to remember that we are all pilgrims on the road to heaven. Fill me with love and concern for my
brothers and sisters in Christ, especially those who live with me. Comfort me when | am sick, lonely or
J depressed.

Teach me how to take part ever more reverently in the Holy Mass. Give me a greater love of Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament. Pray for me now, and at the hour of my death. Amen.
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Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Turn your eyes, O God, our shield;

and look on the face of your anointed one;
one day within your courts

is better than a thousand elsewhere.

GLORIA
Glory to God In the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will,

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

0O God, aimighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world,
recelve our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us,

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

In the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

COLLECT

O God, who have prepared for those who love
you

good things which no eye can see,

fill our hearts, we peay, with the warmth of your
love,

s0 that, loving you in all things and above all

things,
we may attain your promises,

which surpass every human desire.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you In the unity of the
Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING I 56:1, 6-7

A reading from the prophet Isalah.

Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act
with integrity, for saon my salvation will come
and my Integrity be manifest. Foreigners who
have attached themselves to the Lord to serve
him and to love his name and be his servants

- all who observe the sabbath, not profaning

It, and cling to my covenant - thase | will bring
to my holy mountain. | will make them joyful In
my house of prayer. Their holocausts and their
sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my
house will be called a house of prayer for all the
peoples.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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PSALM Ps 66(67):2-3,5-6,8

Response;
Response: Let the peoples pralse you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.

° 0 God, be gracious and bless us
and let your face shed its light upon us.,
So will your ways be known upan earth
and all nations learn your saving help (R.)

0 Let the nations be glad and exult
for you rule the world with justice.
With fairness you rule the peoples,
you guide the nations on earth. (R.)

o Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
May God still give us his blessing
till the ends of the earth revere him. (R.)

SECOND READING Rn 11:13-15, 2932

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans,

Let me tell you pagans this: | have been sent to
the pagans as their apostie, and | am proud of
being sent. but the purpose of it Is to make my
own people envious of you, and in this way save
some of them. Since their rejection meant the
reconciliation of the world, do you know what
their admission will mean? Nothing less than a
resurrection from the dead! Ged never takes
back his gifts or revokes his choice.

Just as you changed from being disobedient
to God, and now enjoy mercy because of their
disobedience, 50 those who are disobedient
now - and only because of the mercy shown to
you - will also enjoy mercy eventually. God has
imprisaned all men in their own disobedience
only to shaw mercy to all mankind.

The word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluial

The sheep that belong to me listen to my
voice,

says the Lord,
| know them and they follow me.
Allelula!
GOSPEL Matthow 15:21-28

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the
ragion of Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a
Canaanite woman from that district and started
shouting, ‘Sir, Son of David, take pity on me.

My daughter is tormented by a devil’ But he
answered her not a word. And his disciples went
and pleaded with him, ‘Give her what she wants,'
they said, ‘because she is shouting after us' He
sald in reply, '| was sent only to the lost sheep of
the House of Israel.’ But the woman had come
up and was kneeling at his feet. 'Lord,’ she said,
‘help me.' He replied, 'It is not fair to take the
children’s food and throw it to the house-dogs.'
She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; but even house-dogs
can eat the scraps that fall from their master's
table.' Then Jesus answered her, Woman, you
have great faith, Let your wish be granted.' And
from that moment her daughter was well again,

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

| believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible,

I befieve in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

(2l baw during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,
and became man,

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontlus Pllate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures,

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son Is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the
dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Recewve our ablation, O Lord,

by which is brought about a glorious exchange,
that, by offering what you have given,

we may merit to receive your very self.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
With the Lord there is mercy,
In him is plentiful redemption.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Made partakers of Christ through these
Sacraments,

we humnbly implore your mercy, Lord,

that, conformed to his image on earth,

we may merit also to be his cohelrs in heaven.

Whe lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Amen.

..........................................

Father in heaven, you have made us for yourself;
our hearts are restless until they rest in you.
Fulfil this longing through Jesus, the bread of
life, so that we may witness to him who alone
satisfies the hungers of the human family, By
the power of your Spirit lead us to the heavenly
table where we may feast on the vision of your
glory for ever and ever. Amen.
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